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June 4, 2021 was a special day at Five Rivers. The 
Center opened after a 14-month long pandemic  
induced closure just as we were preparing for a new 
fiscal year with renewed enthusiasm for environmen-
tal education at Five Rivers and hopes for a return to 
normalcy.

True enough, the pandemic is still hanging over us, 
but it has not dampened our spirits, erased our accom-
plishments, nor stopped our Friends educators from 
providing outdoor environmental education. Despite 
this, we have continued teaching children and adults 
about nature using the 450 plus acre outdoor class-
room at Five Rivers.    

The pandemic also did something unexpected; it  
enhanced our Connection to Nature and our appre-
ciation of the outdoors. This renewed connection to  
nature came about as we approached our 50-year  
anniversary of the Friends organization and its  
partnership with the Department of Environmental 
Conservation.    

More people throughout the Capital District have 
come to realize just what a treasure Five Rivers is as a 
place to go for peace of mind in a world of heightened  

anxiety and to expand their knowledge about its history, and its importance to the community.  

Individuals, families, friends and schoolchildren from throughout the region have been able to visit Five 
Rivers for 50 years due to the commitment to open space and protected habitats by many local, state and 
federal leaders and so many of you as supporters.  

During this year of celebrating our 50-year anniversary with the DEC, we need to increase the public’s 
awareness of the important role that the Friends of Five Rivers plays to support environmental education 
at Five Rivers, enhance the visitors experience and promote the interests of the Center.  

This year is especially important for us to remind others of who we are, the work we do, and how much we 
need their support to continue this journey for another 50 years. Encourage friends, family, and co-workers 
to visit our website at www.FriendsofFiveRivers.org to learn more about the Five Rivers history.

For those of you who have been with us for a long time, thank you for being a Friend. We could not do what 
we do without you.  For new members and supporters, welcome!

Your contributions show just how much you care about the mission. If you prefer to remain anonymous, we 
respect your wishes and for everyone else, we are glad to be able to list you as a supporter in this report. 

We need you, as well as new Friends, to keep the spirit alive so environmental education at Five Rivers 
will thrive for another 50 years. 

 - Randy Coburn
Board President
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Treasurer’s Report

The Friends’ Financial Reports, including the IRS 2020 Return (Form 990) and the NYS Annual Financial 
Report for Charitable Organizations (CHAR500), prepared by an independent accountant, are available 
to the public. Following is a summary of the Friends’ financial performance fiscal year ending June 30, 
2021. 

OVERALL PICTURE
Operational revenue and spending decreased in the current year with revenue outpacing expenses by 
$18,010. Overall, total revenue as reported in the IRS 990 decreased from the prior year by $21,873 to 
$181,114, while total spending decreased by $37,061 to $163,104.

BREAKDOWN OF OPERATING REVENUE
The largest sources of operating revenue came from government grants of $89,329 (49%).1 It was  
followed by non-government grants and contributions (including fundraising) of $57,100 (32%),  
membership dues of $25,059 (14%), program fees of $5,828 (3%) and bookstore sales and other ancillary 
sources of $3,798 (2%).2   

BREAKDOWN OF SPENDING
Program expenses of $100,678 accounting for 62% of total spending, was the largest area of spending 
and a $65,353 decrease from the prior year. Fundraising expenses at 21% accounted for the second 
largest area of spending at $34,899, an increase over the 9% and 1% spent on fund raising in two prior 
years. Management and administration of $27,527 accounted for the remaining spending at 17 percent.3   

END OF YEAR ACCOUNT BALANCES
Cash account balances on June 30, 2021 totaled $215,816 compared to $250,245 at the beginning of the 
year. Of the total assets, $112,245 was restricted to a specific purpose either by the donor or by Board 
action and $168,199 was unrestricted.  Total net assets for the year increased to $280,444 from $259,531 
in prior year.4

- Reid Prinzo
Board Treasurer

2020-2021 Fiscal Year Saw Revenues Outpacing Expenses

1 - It should be noted that revenues this fiscal year include an $11,953 Payroll Protection Program Loan from the Small Business Administration (SBA) and a 
$23,328 Employee Retention Credit (ERC) on payroll taxes.  An application for forgiveness of the PPP Loan was submitted and the loan was forgiven on March 
5, 2021.  The proceeds are therefore recognized as revenue for the FYE June 30, 2021. 

The Employee Retention Credit is a refundable tax credit against the employer’s share of certain payroll taxes. The tax credit is 50% of the first $10,000 in 
qualified wages per employee between March 12, 2020 and January 1, 2021 and 70% in the first three quarters of 2021.  A claim for these credits has been 
submitted for two quarters occurring during the 2020-21 fiscal year.  Although the credits have not yet been received, they are recognized as revenues in the 
FYE June 30,2021.

2 - Program fees declined significantly during fiscal year 2020-21 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In fiscal year 2019-2020, program fees were $18,114.

3 - Important accounting changes have been made in the way that spending is allocated among the functional categories of program, management and admin-
istration and fundraising.  In the past, almost all salaries were allocated to program expenses.  While this was an acceptable method of allocation based on the 
notion that all staff, whether program staff or administrative staff, were ultimately working to provide program services, a more illuminating method is to recognize 
that a significant amount of time is, and must be, devoted to fundraising and organization management.

In fiscal year 19-20, a Development Director position was created, and the salary was allocated to fundraising. For fiscal year 20-21, the Development Director 
salary expense was allocated primarily to fundraising and a portion to management and administration. In addition, in past financial reports, the value of office 
space provided to Friends of Five Rivers by the Department of Environmental Conservation was not indicated in the Statements of Revenue (Part VIII) or  
Functional Expenses (Part IX) of the Form 990.  This year, the value of $16,640 was recognized as a contribution to revenues in Part VIII (line 1f) and an  
occupancy expense in Part IX (line 16).  While the recognition of these figures in both revenues and expenses nets out to zero, and therefore has no material 
effect on the net income from operations, the expense is allocated between Program Services ($5,540), Management and Administration ($5,540) and Fundrais-
ing ($5,560). By making these accounting changes, management and administration expenses, as a percentage of total spending, appears to have increased 
significantly from past years.  However, absent the accounting changes described above, management and administration as a percentage of total spending 
would have only been six percent (6%) and lower than prior fiscal years. 

4 - The net assets for fiscal year 2020-21 accounts for a $10,857 Payroll Protection Program Loan (PPP) from the Small Business Administration (SBA).  An  
application for forgiveness of this loan has been submitted. However, since it was not forgiven during fiscal year 2020-21, it shows up as a liability on the balance 
sheet. 
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Outdoor Education Snapshots

all photos by Nancy Conway
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Educational Programming Report

Friends’ flagship program, the Guided School Program, was moored due to remote learning this past 
year.  Most schools were meeting in person so sporadically that a field trip was out of the question.  This 
break from the norm provided time for Friends’ educational staff to develop new programming, a silver 
lining for long time educators like Nancy Payne and myself.

Friends’ staff collaborated to research, create, and deliver nine new Family Field Trip lessons, five new 
Talk and Trek Continuing Education series, two new Map and Compass series, a new Spring Family Fun, 
and a plethora of new individual programs including Snow Snakes, Mapling at Home, and Membership 
Walks.  Above masks, eyes crinkled with delight as new discoveries were made and shared… at a safe 
distance.  

In a year when gathering was discouraged, Friends came together and grabbed ahold of a lifeline made 
of dirt and trees and wind and bird songs and camaraderie.  May we continue to hold tight to this lifeline 
long after the Guided School Program and our “normal” lives take sail once more.

Be well Friends.

Sincerely,

- Nancy A. Conway
Director of Educational Programs

2020-2021 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

Safety protocols including mask wearing, social distancing, and reduced group sizes were adhered to 
for all programming.  Small groups increased the number of sessions offered to accommodate all who 
wished to take part.  Registrants’ adherence to these protocols resulted in zero health issues.

Pre and post materials for all eleven Guided School Program lessons were updated through collaborative 
efforts between Friends and DEC staff.  These activity and resource updates will help teachers prepare 
students for successful visits and extend learning once back in the classroom.

Family Fun Programming was expanded to run during the prime Guided School Program months of Sep-
tember, October, and May.  A total of 66 registration slots were filled by families of preschool aged chil-
dren.  Each month’s theme was explored through story circles, crafts, the handling of natural materials, 
and trail walks that began with a resounding “It’s a beautiful day!” 

Talk and Trek Continuing Education series’ topics ran the gamut from Winter Tree Identification by Buds 
and Scars to Pollinators to The History of the Land.  These three-to-five-week sessions brought 44 adults 
to Five Rivers to learn in a cooperative, collaborative group setting. 

Family Field Trips provided much needed time away from screens for 39 school-aged children and their 
16 adult partners.  Whether creating terrariums, building snow people birdfeeders, or netting fish from a 
pond, these hands-on, outdoor sessions encouraged authentic learning through play.

Mapling at Home brought 34 participants to Five Rivers to learn how to identify a sugar maple, drill a hole, 
tap a spile, and set up a small evaporator system at home.  A step-by-step booklet along with a maple 
lollipop sent young and old home inspired to become maple sugar farmers.  

Pivoting to Create New Education Programs

The goal of the Guided School Program is to give children the opportunity to 
build a personal connection with nature by seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, 
and sometimes tasting the world around them. These hands on experiences hope-
fully spark curiosity that begins a lifelong desire to explore more, to learn more, 
and to care more about what happens in the environment.

Children will remember...
	 10% of what they hear	 30% of what they read
	 50% of what they see	 90% of what they do
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Educational Programming Report

Five Rivers version of the traditional Haudenosaunee Snow Snake creation and game brought all ages 
out to play in February.  Though only one official winner, 16 participants left with tree cookie medals and 
decorated snakes to be proud of.  Wish you had been there?  Join us this year!  There is still time to  
create a Snow Snake for this year’s race on February 24th.  

The Five Rivers 5R event brought many enthusiastic people to Five Rivers in search of five wildlife viewing  
platforms containing text and images of surrounding land use from the 1930s through today.  Congratu-
lations to all those who participated and earned their 5R title!

PROGRAM NEEDS

YOU!  No resume needed.  If you or someone you know enjoys the outdoors and would like to share your 
enthusiasm with children, please contact Friends Education Director, Nancy Conway, at gsp5rivers@
outlook.com.  Not interested in guiding?  We still would like to see YOU.  Register for a program today!

PROGRAM FEEDBACK

“Talk and Trek: Tree Identification by Leaf Morphology was “hands on” and the instructor was full of  
useful, interesting information.  Rarely has 1 ½ hours flown so quickly.  I loved the program.  Very satisfied 
with the level of information included in the 3 sessions.”   - Participant, 3 week Talk and Trek series
---
“The course is never long enough, either during each individual lesson or in the session itself.  I could 
have easily gone a few more hours, or many more weeks.” The instructor’s “enthusiasm is infectious and 
just made the course incredible fun as well!”  - Participant, 5 week Talk and Trek series
---
“The instructor was well versed and allowed plenty of opportunity for questions.  It was nice to come away with  
resources for further involvement in both the Center and the topic.”  - Participant, Mapling at Home
---
“I assumed that my granddaughter would have the benefit of learning some cool, age-appropriate stuff 
about the flora and fauna of Five Rivers when we signed up for this wonderful program.  I had no idea she 
would also have the enormous gift of her nature journey being led by two such kind, joyful, enthusiastic, 
and sweet human beings.  Thank you so much from both of us (and Grandma, Mom and Dad) for the fun 
and learning.”  - Grandfather, Family Fun
---
“For this age group, I feel the lesson is “just right”. Discovering that food can actually come from inside 
a tree, not just fruit on the branches, was amazing to them!  Getting to taste it (the sap and syrup) made 
it even more amazing!  The program will be the precursor to our healthy eating unit, learning about food 
and where it comes from.  Thank you for your time and enthusiasm!”  - Preschool Teacher, Marvelous 
Maples
---
The third grade students most connected with “the tree quilt – using their bodies to connect with the 
information they were learning about sap production and movement.  We are a remote/hybrid class this 
year… wonderful experience!”  - Third Grade Teacher, Advanced Maples
---
“They (the students) loved the movement games (brumate, migrate, hibernate) because they held their 
interest.  These will be used for nature walks on our campus.”  - Combined Classroom 1st – 3rd Grade 
Teacher, Animal Signs

Pivoting to Create New Programs continued



72020-21 Annual Report

Educational Programming Report

The Family Fun (FF) programs are written for children and their adult companions.  Winter, spring and fall 
sessions are for preschoolers.  In the past, the programs had an indoor component.  

The summer session is for 2 to 8-year-old children and their adults, and is conducted entirely outdoors.      

Whenever there were DEC and Friends interns on site, they were at trainings, and where possible,  
involved in assisting and leading the programs.

Participants include member and non-member families. It was noted this year, a good number of non- 
member families have become members. Some of the adults of these families helped at events,  
including the Bird Seed Sale and Fall Festival.

SUMMER FAMILY FUN - July /August 2020

This ran for three weeks on Tuesday through Friday (two weeks in July and one week in August).

This Covid year, the registration was limited to nine families per week, with three families per naturalist.  
Each family attended for one week.	 Participants: 25 families - 30 adults; 37 children.

FALL FAMILY FUN - September through December 2020

Being a Covid year, all indoor portions of the program were 
eliminated.

Most families signed up for multiple months. The  
program ran six days per month.  Each family attended three  
sessions per month.  Participants: 15 families - 18 adults; 
20 children.  

WINTER FAMILY FUN - January/February 2021

The program ran six days per month.

Each session ran for one hour. Each family attended three  
sessions per month.  Families were given take home  
projects. An obstacle course was introduced. This new  
activity has been and will be used at consequent program-
ming. Participants: 13 families - 13 adults; 14 children. 

WINTER FAMILY FUN - March 2021

All Family Fun participating families were merged into the  
already established Maple Sugaring program.

SPRING FAMILY FUN - May 2021  

Water Activities (new program!). This program ran six days.  
Each family attended three sessions. Participants: 13  
families - 15 adults; 17 children.

Thank you for the opportunity to share this years’ recap.

- Nancy Payne
Environmental Educator

Family Fun Programs Active Year-Round
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Events & Activities

photo by Nancy Conway

photo by Alexis Martin
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This past year was one of transition. We said goodbye to 
our talented Development Director, Carolyn Dunn, after 
being with the Friends staff for two years. Carolyn helped 
bring us up to speed with the new database system, ran 
several successful direct appeal campaigns, and helped 
the Education Department pivot with programs during 
when the pandemic hit. We thank her for her tireless and 
dedicated efforts.  The Board of Directors worked in unison 
to carry on the duties of the Development Department until 
a new person was hired at the end of 2021.

The work to raise awareness of the Friends group and  
programs offered remains at the forefront, with the goal to 
increase membership as we move into 2022. Many people 
enjoyed the solace that Five Rivers offered over the past two pandemic years. Unfortunately though, 
Friends has seen a slight decline in membership.

Friends of Five Rivers supports and provides programs and activities at Five Rivers through a unique 
partnership with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), which owns and  
operates the facility. Many of the services offered at Five Rivers would not be possible without Friends of 
Five Rivers.

Membership provides an opportunity for those who love Five Rivers to advocate for and contribute to 
programs and activities that supplement those provided by the NYSDEC.  As a “Friend” of Five Rivers, 
members join the collective voice of a community that recognizes the importance of this local-area en-
vironmental treasure and its contributions to our quality of life. The strength of that voice is critical to an 
organization that relies on membership, donations, and grants to support its mission. 

Will you help us to increase membership? If every current member (418) could bring in one person/family,  
just imagine all Friends of Five Rivers can do to further enhance what we offer to the community.

Increasing Awareness to Drive Membership 

Connection
       through Nature

No doubt that the last two years have been challenging for many on multiple levels. The pandemic separated us and caused 
various degrees of individualized anxiety.  However, as one Board member shared, it was the connection to the outdoors,  
specifically through Five Rivers, that saved her.  It is with this in mind that we apply “Connection through Nature” as 
our 2022 theme to carry us into our 50th Anniversary year. We honor past endeavers of numerous Friends who connected 
us to where we are now... and we look to celebrating our ongoing  connection with nature as we recommit to supporting 
environmental education and land preservation.

Development Report
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Bookstore & Gift Shop

Volunteer Appreciation
We truly could not function without our core of  
dedicated volunteers. From Visitor Center 
greeters to special event assistants to educa-
tional instructors... THANK YOU!  

We are always in need of more helping hands, 
especially as events and activities will be  
picking up again in the coming year. If you are  
interested in volunteering with Friends, please 
contact development@friendsoffiverivers.org 
or visit our website under the “Get Involved” 
section. Volunteers can set their own schedule 
and the payoff is very rewarding.

Thanks to the volunteer efforts of Laurie Keefe, who stepped up to coordinate the purchasing, organizing,  
inventorying, and marketing efforts of the Friends of Five Rivers Bookstore & Gift Shop, interest and  
merchandise sales increased last year. The general public has enjoyed some different products in new, 
attractive displays. Laurie has done an outstanding job at sourcing local companies to have these items 
produced with reasonable pricing.

Additionally, Laurie coordinated efforts to take the Friends of Five Rivers Bookstore & Gift Shop to the 
outdoor Delmar Farmer’s Market over the summer of 2021, where there was an overwhelming positive 
response and sales. Not only did more items sell, but overall awareness was raised about the Five  
Rivers Environmental Education Center as a whole, along with a few new memberships!  Also, over the  
holidays, a merchandise special sale was held, which was heavily promoted and well received.  Laurie 
has also re-introduced upgraded and redesigned gift cards.

If you haven’t had the opportunity to stop by the Visitor Center recently, it’s worth the time to pop in to 
not only view the interesting and educational displays, while visiting Argo our resident barred owl, but 
also to browse the merchandise available at the Friends of Five Rivers Bookstore & Gift Shop. One of 
our Friends Volunteer Greeters, coordinated by Board Vice President Andrea Ricard, will be there with 
a warm smile to welcome you!

Friends Bookstore Infused with New Spirit
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Mike Medvesky, our very own Friends of Five Rivers Guided School Program (GSP) volunteer  
instructor, was honored with one of the NYSDEC’s Inaugural Stewardship Appreciation Awards last 
April.  In his 10 years of volunteering, Mike has led 264 lessons and reached nearly 4,000 students and 
chaperones.  Mike is standing in the back row amongst his fellow GSP volunteer instructors.  Front row 
left to right: Norine Vancans, Allen Lindsay, Andera Ricard, Wini Eisan, Barbara Eames.  Back row left 
to right: Bonnie Smith, Ellen Kanuck, and Mike Medvesky.

Geraldine Oakley (1932-2022) was an early 
Friends pioneer and first paid administrator 
for the Guided School Program, where she 
led students to wade in streams, net insects, 
fish, and obtain an up-close view of nature.

According to Craig Thompson, former DEC 
Director at Five Rivers, Gerry’s many  
interests, talents, and technical acumen 
added much to the work environment. 

“Her exuberant interest in local natural  
history helped maintain the rigor and 
scholarship of our program offerings and 
elevated our work ethic.  You could never 
out-work her,” said Craig, adding, “Hers 
was the golden era at the shop, and those us 
who go back that far are lucky to have had 
the privilege of knowing her, working with 
her and riding the coattails of her  
outstanding contribution to the profession.”

In Remembrance...

In Appreciation...

ph
ot

o 
by

 N
an

cy
 C

on
w

ay



132020-21 Annual Report

Legacy Giving

Membership within the Legacy Society provides the opportunity to support environmental education for 
generations to come.

Your legacy gift to Friends of Five Rivers is part of your long-term plan for personal assets. Some gifts 
that may be received are retirement accounts, stocks and bonds, a bequest within your will, beneficiary 
designation of a life insurance policy, charitable trust, and more.

Your gift provides long-term sustainability for Friends of Five Rivers and its numerous educational  
programs and activities. You may elect to support the “Friends Endowment Fund” or choose to designate 
your gift for a particular program or for general operating support.

To make your legacy gift we suggest you contact your financial advisor or attorney on options that best fit 
your estate planning. Then reach out to Friends of Five Rivers to hear how your gift will make a significant 
impact. We would then like to recognize you as a Legacy Society member, where you will receive special 
recognition, as well as exclusive updates and invitations to private events. However, we will respect all 
requests for anonymity.

Please reach out if you have any questions about your legacy society membership.

To discuss how your donation will benefit the Friends of Five Rivers, please contact us at (518) 475-0295 
or by email to Development@FriendsofFiveRivers.org. 

Friends of Five Rivers is a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt public charity. Tax ID: 23-7309978.

Leave a Lasting Gift...
BECOME A LEGACY MEMBER

photo by Liz Ricci
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Below are the generous donations received by Friends of Five Rivers during our fiscal year July 2020 through June 2021.  
Thank you to each of you for your ongoing support.  

Fiscal Year Contributors

- A -
Abbott, Judith
Ackner, William
Adlerman, Catherine
Agneta, Catherine
Albano, Diane
Andersen, Deborah and David
Anderson, Charlotte
Anderson, Ellen
Anderson, Gary
Anson, Lynn
Architzel, Reba
Armentano, Patricia and Anthony
Arthur, Frances
Atwood, Joseph
Austin, Brad
Avitabile, Judith
Axley, Melissa

- B -
Bader, Richard
Bailey, Thomas
Baker, Ilse
Ball, Susan
Ballou, Don and Rhonda
Bangert-Drowns, Robert and Diana
Barber Strawbridge, Debbie
Barry, Carolynn
Barthel, Brea
Bartow, Kathy
Basile, Roberta
Bave, Barbara
Beams, Erica
Beebe Johnson Family, Barb and Debra
Beiter, Richard and Carolyn
Berbrick, Christine
Berger, Ron
Berger, Terri
Berry, Dan and Mary
Berry, Paul
Bethlehem CHSl - Environmental Club 
Bethlehem Democratic Committee
Bethlehem Lions Club
Betlejeski, Janet
Bingham, Ken and Karen
Birkhead, Guthrie and Susan 
Birkhead, Louise
Bishop, Susan
Bittner, Marcia
Blassman, Susan
Blick, Kristin
Blumberg, Barbara 

Blumkin, David and Julie 
Bodinson, Holt
Bordick, Felicia
Borger, DJ
Boscov's Department Store, LLC
Botta, Jim and Gail
Bowers, Cindy Ann
Boyagian, Pat and Dennis
Brand, Jessica and Alex
Brandow, Wendy
Braun, Eric and Linda
Brazis-Eberle
Brown, Ann
Browne, Marilyn and Brian
Buckman, Claudia and Lewis
Buhl, Maria
Buist, Paul
Bunch and Pastena Family, 
      Marjorie and Gaetano 
Burdick Kusko, Mechelle
Burke, Patricia
Burns, Robert
Bush, Steven
Butt, Carol

- C -
Cable, Susan
Calabrese Family
Capital Region Women's Network
Capozzola, John
Carlstead, Cindy
Carp, Jonathan
Carreker, Barbara
Carreker, Blue
Carreras, Mary
Carroll, Casey
Carson, John and Debra
Caruoso, Dana
Cashin, Joe and Jacki
Castellani, Donna
Catherine and John Black
Cheever Sommer, Dean and Holly
Claire, Maggie Ann
Cliff, Bill
Coburn, Randal and Athena
Coles, Janice and Bruce
Collins, Nicole and Trevor
Collins, Rich and Melanie
Comley, Mary
Community Foundation  
      for the Greater Capital Region 
Conine, William

Connelly, Denise
Connor, Debbie
Conroy, Jack and Kris
Conway, Nancy
Cook, Virginia
Coon, Barbara
Coonley, Jim
Corcione, Sarah
Correia, Nicole
Cotch, Mark
Craner, Steve and Connie
Crisafulli and Rick Kuhnmunch, Donna
Crisafulli, Denise
Cromer, Susan
Cronin, Anne and Mike
Cunningham, Maureen and Paul Miller
Cunningham, Tom and Sue

- D -
D'Attilio, Ann
Darrow Peterson, Marilyn
Davey, Kathi
Davis, James and Doris
Davis, Kernan
de Paz, Albert and Joan
DeCamp, Patricia
Delehanty, Wendy and John
Delfs, Linda
Delmar Chiropractic Office
Deroo, Andrew and Leslie
Deyoe, Erik and Kristine
Deyss, Larry and Christine
Dickinson, Sherry
Diggins-McWain, Holly
Dively, Jessica Doherty, Tim
Donahue, Erin Donnaruma, Stephanie 
Donnelly, William 
Donohue, Amy
Doody, Carole and Tom 
Doran-Hite, Nancy 
Douglas, Judy
Drapeau, Norma and Ann 
Dunn, Carolyn  
Dunnington, Barbara 
Duryea, Mary
Dwyer, Kevin and Brenda 

- E -
Eames,  Barbara and Fred 
Eckhaus, Barbara and Larry 
Eden, Ellen
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Below are the generous donations received by Friends of Five Rivers during our fiscal year July 2020 through June 2021.  
Thank you to each of you for your ongoing support.  

Fiscal Year Contributors

Edwardson, Chris and Cindy 
Elkovitch, April
Elton, Wallace
Erlich, Fred
Erling, Anne and Dominic Colafati
Eson, Jud and Nancy
Ewart Family

- F -
Fahy, Patricia
Fancher, Marilyn and Norman 
Farnam, Helen
Farrell, Margaret 
Fasullo, Michael 
Ferrari, Cindy
Ferraro, Carole 
Ferrera, Peter
Fink, Ernest and Nancy 
Finkle, Linda
Fogarty, RoseAnne and Perry Smith
Fleming, Mark 
Fontaine, Teresa 
Fontanella, Janice 
Foote, Shannon 
Foss, Ned and Margaret Inderhees
Franke, Fran and Steve 
Franklin, W. Radolph 
Franze, Grace 
Frazer, Sarah 
Freeman, Eva

- G -
Gall, Kenneth and Debbie
Gangemi, Christine and Richard 
Gansfuss, John
Garcia, Ivo and Robin
Garfinkel, Miles
Garrison Miller, Laura 
Garrison, Susan Ann
Garry, Rose Ann and James 
Garvey, Josephine 
Gastelum, Gabriela 
Gebhardt, Thomas 
Gecsedi, Ron
Gehrer, Teresa and Robert 
Geiger, Marjorie
George, Jaimy
Giaconia, Mark
Gideon, James
Gittinger, Millie
Given, Joan
Gleason, Harriet

Gleason, Joanna and Douglas 
Glesmann, Karen
Goldberg, Joni
Goldstein, Rema 
Goodwin, Sonja
Goody, Nancy
Gordis, Felice
Gosda, David and Patricia 
Granato, Elaine
Green, Richard
Greenberg, Ron
Greenman, Robert
Griffin, Lois
Grose-Johnson, Judith 
Guilzon, Cheryl
Guinn, Charles and Mary Lou 
Gutman, Carl and Susan 

- H -
Haaf, William 
Hackert-Stoner, Denise 
Hadad Hurst, Pam 
Hallenbeck, Olive and Ken 
Hallenbeck, Tom
Hammes, Tammy 
Hammond, Tiffany
Hancox, Michelle Depace and Steven 
Hanley, Kathleen
Hanley, Marie and John
Hanson, Jayne
Harootunian, Ellen 
Harrison, Ann
Hartz, Randee 
Hasselwander, Margaret 
Hayes, Patricia
Hayes, Virginia
Heffernan, Dorothy
Held, Jim and Pamela
Helderberg Christian School
Hendler, Charles
Hendler, Clifford & Deborah 
Hennessey, Carie
Hennings, Herbert
Henrikson, Craig and Karin 
Herman-Sombke, Catherine and Laurence
Hermann, Marcia
Hernandez, Diana
Herr, Jason and Beth
Hess, Jennifer
Higgins, Jim
Hinman, Anthony
Hooper, Evan

Horan, Nancy
Horton, Caroline
Howell, Robert and Pamela
Hudspath, Joy
Hughes Weber, Janyne
Hurley, Barb and Mike
Huta, Jean

- I -
Iannacone, Stephen

- J -
Jack, Gina and Kevin
Jack, Kevin
Jackson, Kitt
Jackson, Mary Louise and Eric
Jaffe, Harriet
Janeczko, George and Kimberly 
Jaskolka, Jennifer
Jennes, Molly
Jerabek, Eric
Johnson, Cynthia 
Johnson, Molly
Jonas, Laura and Philip 
Jonientz, Carolyn Joyce, Andrew
Wendy Jordan, Wendy and Frank Murray
Judd, Mary
Judge, Harry and Cheryl 

- K -
Kahil, Jillian
Kahn, Judith
Kaltenborn, Marilyn and Stan 
Kamenir, Steven 
Kane-Lekakis Family, Lynne 
Kane, Patricia
Kanuck, Ellen and Bob 
Karabin, Tuula
Karen and Steven Fein
Karl Bendorf, Patricia Lacey 
Kaufman Ilstrup, Christopher 
Kaufman, Anna and Ronald 
Kavaney, Judi
Kay, Robin
Kelleher, Catherine
Kelleher, Dorothy
Kelleher, Susan
Kelly, Joe and Sara
Kelly, Margaret 
Kennedy-Raqule, Maureen 
Kennedy, Honor Marie 
Kennedy, Martha and Donald 



16 Friends of Five Rivers

Below are the generous donations received by Friends of Five Rivers during our fiscal year July 2020 through June 2021.  
Thank you to each of you for your ongoing support.  

Fiscal Year Contributors

Kent, John
Kiernan, Beth
Kieval, Rena
Kilroe, Richard
King, Kristen and Mark
Kirk, Nicole
Kistler, Ann
Kistler, Tam
Klein, Kenneth
Knight, John
Knoll, Bruce
Knox, Ralph
Koch Pfeiffer Family
Kohrs, Lynn and Steve Dudek
Kornak, Kate
Korycinski, Kathleen 
Kounavis, Greta
Koval, Mary Lyn 
Kovasznay, Beatrice 
Kozlowski, Ellen 
Krawiecki, Diane
Krieg, Mark and Kim 
Krischer, David
Kuhne, Kevin and Laura 
Kundel, Patricia and Carl 
Kuzia, Betsey
Kvam, David and Diane 
Kwiatkowski, Dan and Judy 
Kwong, Lisa

- L -
Ladd Bierman, Laura 
Laiosa, David and Joyce
Lampman, Jeff
Langer, Richard and Rebecca 
Lapinski, Ann
Larkin, Judy
Larsen, Melinda
Lawitz, Alan
Lawrence, John
Lechleiter, Rene
Lee, Kay and Steven
Lehman, Stuart and Ruth Ann 
Lenhardt, Lynne
Leverone, Paul and Nancy 
Levin, Julie
Lewis, Annette
Lewis, Dan and Jan Fleischner
Linehan, Steve
Linton, Andrea
Lobel, Karen and Alan 
Loccisano, Rocco 

LoGiudice, Kathleen
Lory, Kristy
Lott, Catherine
Lott, Elizabeth
Lott, Judith
Loux, Leda
Loy-Santelli, Tom and Lydia 
Ludik, Amy
Luther, Nancy
Luther, Rose-Ellen
Lynk, Nancy

- M -
Macklin, Joanne
Maes, Stephanie and Anthony Rossi
Maganzin, Louis
Malone, Claire
Maloney, Jayne
Manjari, Swati
Mansfield, Kyoshii and Juliana 
Mapes, Alan
Marcotullio, Karin
Markey, Catherine
Markham, Maryann
Marlow, Jenn
Marshall and Sterling Upstate, Inc. 
Martin, Alexis
Martin, Michelle and Ray 
Martin, Steven and Joan 
Martin, Tim and Karin 
Mason, Keith
Mason, Suzanne and Mike 
Mathews, Mary Ann 
Mattozza, Carol
Maurer, Meg
Mayer, Edward
Maynus, Dawn
Mazeau, Daniel
Mazzarino, Meagan 
McArthur, Dorie
McCann, Judy
McCarthy, Brian and Diana 
McCarthy, Luanne 
McDonald, Leanne and John 
McGinn, Paul and Jacqueline 
McGowan, John
McGraw, Sara
McGuire, John and Shilto Mitsunaca
McLaughlin, Christina 
McLaughlin, Steve 
McMullan, Jessica 
McNamara, Patricia 

McNeany, Teresa 
Mead-Wittman, Marianne 
Meade and Skotnes Family 
Medvesky, Mike and Mary
Meharg, Michael and Corinne 
Mehlum, Gary and Mary Fellows
Meier, Alison
Meixner, Donna and Peter 
Mertz, Linda
Mertz, Ursula
Mesick, Alison
Messina, Ellen and Joe
Messina, Janet and Sam
Metcalf, Peter
Meyer, Robert and Marcia
Michaels, Rachel
Miles, Edward
Miller, John and Maureen
Minassian, Donna
Mirabelli, Eugene and Margaret
Miroslav, Cec
Moak, Barry
Moehringer, Maggie and Vince
Mogul, Gail
Moniz, Mitchell
Morosoff , Mia
Morosoff Pemrick, Ellen
Morris, Judith
Mulligan, Robert
Munro and Eileen Hoffman, Dave
Murij, Roman and Alexis
Murphy, Michelle
Murray, Kate
Murray, Maureen
MVP Health Care

- N -
Naughton, J. Michael Naviasky, Larry
Neal, Angela and Jeff Neil, Linda
Nemore, Carole
Newell, David and Angie
Newell, Sigrin
Nickles, Betty and John
Nobles, Theresa
Nolan, Rita and Chris Colarusso
Noyes, Roger and Candace White
Nucci, Adalgisa
Nugent, Daniel and Marilyn 
Nussbaum, Barbara and Richard 

- O -
O’Donnell, Amanda
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Below are the generous donations received by Friends of Five Rivers during our fiscal year July 2020 through June 2021.  
Thank you to each of you for your ongoing support.  

Fiscal Year Contributors

Oroz, Janet
Orzechowski, Brett and Jodie 

- P -
Packer, Lisa
Pandya Vaughan, Varada
Pane, Diana
Paradowski, Lynn
Paris, Laura
Parker, Burnetta
Parrella, Nancy and Vincent 
Parsons, James and Audrey 
Patterson, Rachel
Payne, Nancy
Pearson, Pamela
Peek, Kenneth
Perini, Nancy
Pesquera, Maria
Peterson, Walter
Petiet, Beverly and John
Pettie, Charles
Peyrebrune, Sally and Henry 
Pezzolla, Peter and Susan
Phelps, Susan
Pickett and Leonard Van Ryn, Rita Pierce, 
      Tim and Ellen
Pierson, Nancy and Gary Gold
Plank, Susan and David
Platt, Alice
Plauth, Lorraine
Porco, Joan
Poyta, Linnea
Pratt and Associates LLC,
      Kenneth A. Speanburg
Prendergast, Mary Ann
Prindle, Patricia
Prinzo, Reid
Privitera, Nicole
Ptasinski, Deborah
Purcell, Marianne

- Q -
Quirk, Jim and Jenny

- R -
Rafferty, Maryellen and Jack 
Ramakrishnan, Ramesh and Nirmala 
Randall, Mary Ann
Rauche, Ruth
Read Daus Family
Read, Jim and Roberta
Read, Paula

Read, Sarah
Redmond, Anne
Reeb, Michael
Reed, Robert and Laura
Rees, Karyn and David 
Reichmann-Clary, Petra and Brian 
Reilly, Janet
Reilly, Katherine
Reimers-Negaard, Carlyn
Relyea, Lucy
Renna, Patricia
Reno, Andrea
Reynolds, Rita
Reynolds, William
Rhodes, David and Lynn
Ricard, Andrea
Riccio, Elizabeth
Richardson, George and Gail 
Richardson, Joan
Ricker, Karina
Riedel, Charles
Riedl, Cathy and John
Riley, Donna
Rinaolo-Johnson, Lisa
Robinson, Mary
Roosa, Darwin and Kathy Meany
Rosenthal, Laura and Robert 
Rosmarin Plattner, Lauri and Robert 
Rotundo, Liz
Roy, Dana
Rudofsky, Fred
Rusch, Catherine
Russell, Courtney
Russell, Jean and Dan
Rutenber, Nancy
Ruthman, Elisabeth
Rutkowski, Mary Beth and Tom 
Rutnik, Dan and Mary
Rysedorph, Marion

- S -
Saddlemire, Austin
Sady, Susan
Sagar, Gaye
Sagendorph, Mary Ellen
Saint Gregory’s School
Saldarelli, David
Samson, Daniel
Samson, Linda
Sanders, Gary
Sasso McSharry Family
Saunders, Richard and Beth

Scarff, Katrinka
Schaefer, Martha
Scherer, Happy and Harvey
Schneider, Gwene
Schneider, Monika and Erasmus 
Schollenberger, Maria
Schottler-Thal, Carrin
Schwartz, Pat
Scott, Carol
Scott, Gail
Scott, Keith
Seagle, Dodie
Seinberg, Saul
Shaffer, Mary Fiess
Sharkey, Patricia
Sharp, Bill
Shatsoff, Paul and Lynne
Shaw, Ted
Shea, George
Sheehan, Francis
Shenendehowa Neighbors Connecting 
Sherer, Gabriela
Sheridan, Julie
Sherin, Jim and Rose
Sherman, John and Peggy
Shimkin, Victor
Shoop, Emily and Matthew
Shubert, Mary Ann and Bruce
Shultz, Cynthia
Sigsworth, Tricia
Silberman, Charles
Silk, Christine
Simmons, Marjory
Simons, Netanya
Sirianni, Sarah and Thomas
Skinner, Larry and Kathy
Skylands Services, Inc.
Slingerland, Jackie
Slingerland, Sarah and Frank
Smith, Barbara Ann
Smith, Bonnie and Dow
Smith, Elizabeth
Smith, Lee and Deanna
Smith, Linda
Smith, Lorraine
Smith, Nancy
Smith, Starbuck and Anna
Smith, Ted and Nancy
Smolen, Anne
Smolinsky, John and Ellie Prakken
Sokoler, Debbie and Rick
Soleau, Jeffrey and Louisa
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The mission of Friends of Five Rivers is to support environmental  
education at Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, as well as 
to enhance the experience of visitors to Five Rivers and to promote the 
interests of the Center. 

photo by Rose Pass

Below are the generous donations received by Friends of Five Rivers during our fiscal year July 2020 through June 2021.  
Thank you to each of you for your ongoing support.  

Fiscal Year Contributors

Somerville, Jean
Sommers, Laura
Sorell, Vance and Janet
Sorensen Reynolds Family, Ingrid and Bill
Sosman, Esther
Spevack, Gilbert and Judy
Spickerman, Cathleen
Spooner, Eric and Maria
Stanford, Mary Louise
Steadman, Hank and Carolyn
Steele, Larry
Stenger, Carol
Stevens, Diane and Greg
Stewart's Holiday Match 
Stoker, Arlene
Stoll, Mary
Storms, Katherine 
Strauss, Valerie 
Strickler, Liz and Frank 
Strizich, Greg
Strnisa, Diana
Strominger, Adele and Norman 
Stutzman Family
Sullivan, Georgia and Mark 

Suna, Carla
Suozzo, James
Sweeney, Timothy
Szelest, David and Margo

- T -
Tafilowski, John
Taft, Pam and Edwin
Talbot, Morgan
Tarantino, Maura
Tarsa, Michele
Taylor, Greg
Temple Stern, Sally
Teumim, Martha
Thompson, Bruce
Thompson, Craig
Tierney, Karen and William 
Todd, Gabrielle
Tomlinson, Page
Tomson, Inga
Traver, Virginia
Tri-Village Nursery School 
Trimble, Melanie
Trotta, Jim

Turner, Gregory
Twardzik, Janet
Tweedie, Carolyn and Ronald 
Tynan, James and Judith 

- U -
Ulrich, Fred and Deborah 
Unright, Brenda

- V -
Van Brunt, William and Joan 
Van Duyne, Gloria
Van Patten, Michelle
Vancans, Norine and Juri
Vandercar, Elizabeth
Vecchione, Karen
Velvis, Marietta and Harmanus 
Verga, Claudia
Vertefeuille, Matthew
Vertigan, Richard
Villa, Maria
Volk, Larry and Gail

- W -
Wait, Michele
Wajda-Griffin, Scott
Wehmann, Wolfgang
Weinstein, Ilyse
Weisenstein, Debra
Westbrook, Arlen
Whelpley, Tracy
White, Carol
Whittle-Clark, Jennifer
Wigley, William
Wilken, Donald
Wilkes, Monica
Wing, Paul
Wood, Barbara
Woodland Hill Montessori School 
Wright, FE
Wulfert, Edelgard

- Y -
Youmans, Samuel
Young, Ed and Dottie

- Z -
Zemsky, Christine
Zettle, Margaret
Zucker, Joyce
Zurek, Darlene
Zwink, Elizabeth
Zwink, Sandra
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Board of Directors & Staff

Randal Coburn – President
Andrea Ricard – Vice President
Dan Berry – Treasurer (July-Nov)
Reid Prinzo – Treasurer (Nov-June)
Paula Read – Secretary
Barbara Coon – Director +
Miles Garfinkel – Director
Robert Greenman – Director 
Stephanie Maes – Director
Larry Naviasky – Director
William Reynolds – Director
Mary Louise Stanford – Director

+ deceased

2020-2021
Board of Directors

2020-2021
Friends Staff

Nancy Conway – Educational Programs Director
Nancy Payne – Environmental Educator
Carolyn Dunn – Development Director
Isabella Browne-Lorcher – Naturalist Intern
Michael Buyaskas – Naturalist Intern

Nancy Conway (above) and Nancy 
Payne head up the Friends of Five 
Rivers education team.  Below, Nancy 
Payne (blue jacket) with a Snow Snake 
group during the winter of 2021.

Our Own  
Education Team

“We had a blast today!  Our granddaughter is being 
home schooled following a nature-based curriculum 
and the Snow Snake event covered so many areas of 
instruction and personal growth.  You and “the other 
Nancy” were great facilitators.  Thank you!” 
 - Grandparent of family with three generations of 
participants, Snow Snakes

photo by Nancy Conway
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FRIENDS OF FIVE RIVERS 
Supporting Environmental Education

56 Game Farm Road, Delmar, NY 12054 
Phone: 518-475-0295  

www.FriendsofFiveRivers.org

Friends is a not-for-profit charitable organization 501c3 · EIN: 23-7309978


